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Ko-eun Lee was born in Seoul, Korea, in 1986. Having begun piano studies at age three, she entered the preparatory division of the Korea National University of Arts School of Music at seven and the Yewon Arts middle school in Seoul at twelve, where she studied with Choong Mo Kang. She attended Walnut Hill School and New England Conservatory’s preparatory school and studied with Wha-Kyung Byun . Since 2004, she has been studying with Jerome Lowenthal at The Juilliard School.
 Ko-eun has won a number of prizes, including first prize at the Joanna Hodges International Piano Competition, where she was also named ‘Most Promising Young Artist’ at age ten. She performed as soloist with the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra, a performance that has since been shown on public television in the United States. In 1998, Ko-eun was invited to play with both the Barcelona Symphony Orchestra in Spain and the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra in Jerusalem under conductor Lawrence Foster: both performances were broadcast on radio. In addition, she has given recitals at Walnut Hill School, in Spain, and in her home country, and has recorded a live compact disc at the Kumho Gallery Hall for the Kukje label. In the summer of 1999, Ko-eun won the piano competition at the Aspen Music Festival and performed with the Aspen Concert Orchestra under the direction of renowned pianist and teacher Leon Fleisher. She received the Cornelius A. and Muriel P. Wood Award and performed Ravel piano concerto with the Boston Symphony Orchestra under conductor Christopher Wilkins. She won the Williams Chorale Bacardi Fallon scholarship competition. And she had an tour to South America and Boston to perform Saint-Saens Concerto No. 2 with New England Youth Philharmonic Orchestra under conductor Benjamin Zander and played Beethoven Concerto No. 1 with Longwood Symphony Orchestra this summer. She performed Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 under conductor Jonathan Cohler with Brockton Symphony Orchestra. She has received special prize (Chopin etudes opus.25) from E-competition. She won the second prize in the Gina Bachauer competition which was held at the Juilliard School, and was broadcast live on WQXR radio in March, 2009. In April 2009, she was the top prize winner of Kosciuszko Foundation national Chopin Piano Competition and performed at the Carnegie Weill recital hall in commemorating the 60th anniversary of the Chopin competition.
